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MIDDLE SCHOOL TRULY MATTERS

We have a new upper level English/Humanities instructor
teaching at the high school this year. His name is Paul
Martone and he has been teaching in the English departments
of OSU and U of 0 the past few years. At The Northwest
Academy this year, Paul works primarily with both Level 3
and Level 4 students (Juniors and Seniors) in preparing them |
for college and university level work. When I introduced him a8
to our Board of Trustees at their last meeting, Paul said he
was excited about our students and that “Students at The
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Northwest Academy read a text and immediately pinpoint
FROMTHE  thematic elements and deep layers of meaning that often took my college
HEAD OF students weeks to unravel.” Our full middle and high school program has
>CHOOL been in existence long enough that Paul is now working with many 11th
BY MARY and 12th grade students who started in our middle school program. One
VINTON reason our high school students soar in classes like Paul’s is because of the

FOLBERG Academy work they have done here as middle school students.

In too many programs, middle school is a kind of purgatory between the
charm of elementary school and the exciting challenges of high school.
Even families who diligently research developmentally appropriate
educational philosophies among scores of pre-schools, resign themselves

| to crossing their fingers and hoping for the best when their children reach
middle school.

cont. on page 3




Does your employer
participate in or
offer a matching
gifts program?

If so, please consider a
donation to The Northwest
Academy during your
employer’s campaign!
Although NWA is not a
United Way member agency,
you can still designate gifts to
the school through the United
Way and many other work-
place giving campaigns. The
Northwest Academy is a 501
(c) 3 non-profit organization.
Our Tax ID number is 93-117-
0516. Many corporations like
Nike, Intel, Bank of America
and others also match gifts
to the school. Please contact
your employer’s HR depart-
ment for more information
about matching gifts.

Thank you.

Vehicle donations

You know that old clunker
you've wanted to sell, trade,
or just get out of your
driveway? Well, now's your
chance! Use it to help
support your favorite
independent school.

The Northwest Academy is
now accepting vehicle
donations. If you or someone
you know has a car, motor-
cycle, RV or boat to donate,
please contact the school.
Donations that are accepted
are tax-deductible.

Call Heather at 503.223.3367
ext. 310 for more information.

Thank you!
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THE NORTHWEST ACADEMY RECEIVES MAJOR SUPPORT FROM JAMES F.
AND MARION L. MILLER FOUNDATION AND SCHNITZER CARE FOUNDATION

HAROLD & ARLENE
SCHNITZER P

CARE The Northwest Academy is proud to announce a new, two-year $40,000
FOUNDATION grant award from the James F. and Marion L. Miller Foundation. The grant

will be used to fund scholarships for students who could not otherwise
afford to attend the school. With this gift, the Miller Foundation joins the Harold and
Arlene Schnitzer CARE Foundation as The Northwest Academy’s largest supporters of
scholarships.

James F. & Marion L.

Miller Foundation

Mary Folberg, Head of School, says, “We're so delighted to have the support of the
James F. and Marion L. Miller Foundation and the CARE Foundation. Providing funding
for bright and creative students to attend The Northwest Academy has always been one
of our school’s priorities, and we couldn't do it without the support of local funders.”
The grant from the Miller Foundation will allow two additional students to attend The
Northwest Academy for the next two years, and the Schnitzer CARE Foundation has paid for a student’s education for
each of the last four years. Thank you!

Funding the Arts
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THE NORTHWEST ACADEMY'S FUND FOR EXCELLENCE

Thank you to the 151 parents, grandparents and friends of The Northwest Academy who
gave to the 2007-2008 Fund for Excellence during the last year. This school could not
survive without the support of our wonderful donors. The Northwest Academy relies on
charitable giving to sustain the high quality education for the diverse group of bright and
creative students who enroll here.

THE NORTHWEST ACADEMY

Annual giving through NWA's Fund for Excellence provides the Academy with the infrastructure to sustain growth
and maintain the outstanding programs offered at the school. This year, we hope to raise $170,000 for the Fund for
Excellence, which will help ensure a top-notch faculty, outstanding classes, and adequate facilities for our students.

Gifts to the Annual Fund also help close the budget gap between tuition and the actual cost of education. This difference
amounts to $1,000 per student each year. These funds support such essentials as paying for our outstanding faculty,
our improved and expanded facilities, instructional materials, off-campus learning experiences, classroom technology
and equipment, and much-needed scholarship support.

Please consider making a gift of support to the Annual Fund this fall. Contact Heather Hawkins, Development
Coordinator 503-223-3367 ext. 310, hhawkins@nwacademy.org, or go to www.nwacademy.org to make a contribution
online. Thank you for your support!

WHY DOES MY KID HAVE TO TAKE TAP?

It's the question parents of prospective 6th grade Fundamental students often ask. “My son will never go for that,” they
think. Then, once admitted, they tell NWA Tap instructor Cindy Brenn that the sounds of tapping feet fill their kitchens
and bathrooms because their kids won't stop tapping.

But why does NWA require tap in the first place? The answer is in the

head, not just the feet. Tap requires a different kind of brainwork than
other forms of dance or exercise. The brain may command, “shuffle, hop,
step,” but that doesn’t mean that the feet will follow. Cindy Brenn teaches
students to use their heads to get their heels, toes, and body orientation
coordinated to produce a specific tap pattern on the beats required. This

is a slow process at first, but as one builds the connections in the brain for
the pattern (synapses), the learning process gets easier. Younger kids make
these connections more quickly than adults. That is why NWA teaches tap
to our youngest students in their first year of middle school.

Tap is a percussion art form (and what 6th grader doesn’t like to make a lot of noise?) that involves the whole body. A
good tap dancer is usually a good athlete. Students learn to shift their weight quickly from foot to foot and build core
muscles, which produce good balance. In addition to being a great form of exercise, tap helps students build concentra-
tion and discipline to move their bodies in time to the music without losing the beat. Tap also includes many of the same
concepts involved in mathematical thinking and playing musical instruments. The study of fractions isn’t confined to
math class at NWA. Tap dancers operate in an environment governed by half-time and quarter-time steps.

In their 6th grade year, NWA Fundamentals students are learning the foundation of many different disciplines. They
study the ancient Greeks in visual art, the basics of scientific inquiry in Ecology, and how to write in English. In Tap,
they learn about one of the few original American art forms. Tap arose out of African dance forms and was influenced
by Irish, clogging, and other movements; along with Jazz, it became one of this nation’s greatest contributions to the
world of art.

So the question isn't “Why are NWA's 6th graders studying tap?” but rather, “Why aren’t the rest of us?”

For more photos of the middle school tap classes, please go to www.nwacademy.org/home.school_life.html, then click
on the Fundamental Tap Dancing link.
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HEAD OF SCHOOL At The Northwest Academy, we believe that there is no more important time in a student’s development as a learner
cont. from page 1 than middle school. Bridging childhood and adolescence, this is where students acquire the critical skills that
determine the caliber of work they will do in high school and college. Middle school students thrive in a psychologically safe
learning environment that emphasizes mutual respect and focuses on academic and creative work. In such a setting,
middle school students are capable of far more rigorous work than is often expected of them. Middle school is also the
beginning of independent thinking and value formation. It is a critical time for students to enjoy learning, bond and
interact with teachers and other adult role models, and learn high-powered study skills and work habits. Too many high
school students I interview, entering into our program for the first time, feel their middle school years were a boring
waste of time. Our philosophy here is that middle school years are critical in a student’s life; the confidence, curiosity,
work habits, study skills, creativity, and zeal for learning they gain at this time are critical to students’ high
achievement in high school and college.

Again this summer, I had the privilege to attend a retreat with our senior class at the beach prior to the beginning of
classes. This event always highlights the wonderful skills our students bring to their final year at NWA. Together, as

a class, they worked on leadership goals for the year, tackled team-building activities, and enjoyed each other’s
company in the last glorious days of summer before the commencement of their senior year. The picture accompanying
this article gives a glimpse of that special transitory moment. They will all be more than ready for their college
adventures next year: they know how to learn; they have significant discipline and organizational skills; they are
creative, they can talk politics and discuss great books or works of art. They have so many choices they can make in
their lives following high school, and most of all, they are very interesting people-—great fun to be around.

18 . Parent Night
28 . Club Cabaret, Paris 1929,
Portland Art Museum

FEBRUARY.........c.cocvvvrrmennne.

At NWA, both our middle and high school programs are designed to meet the needs of students at critical junctures in
their development as learners, whether they are beginning 6th or 12th. As Head of School, it is one of my greatest joys
to be a part of this process, and watch these fascinating young people soar.

THE NORTHWEST ACADEMY WELCOMES SEVERAL NEW STAFF AND
FACULTY MEMBERS FOR THE 2008-2009 SCHOOL YEAR.

Paul Martone . Paul is teaching The Northwest Academy’s English Humanities Levels IIT &

IV classes this year. Paul has nine years of teaching experience at the middle school, high
school, and collegiate level. He is a published writer of fiction with a Master of Fine Arts
degree from the University of Oregon and a Master of Arts degree (Distinction) from the State
University of New York at Albany. In the past five years, Paul has taught courses in Rhetoric &
Composition, Creative Writing, and Literature at Oregon State University and the University of
Oregon.

7 . Open House 10:00 — 12:00
16 . In-Service Day — No School
26 . Spring Semester begins

JANUARY .......ccoooiiiiiiiininicinian

Paul is constantly adding titles to his favorite books list, but this summer he thoroughly
Paul Martone enjoyed reading the early works of Charles Baxter. He's also a runner, a baseball fan, a comic
book collector, a classical music and indie rock enthusiast, and a devout student of literature.

31 . Last day to make your 2008

Tax-deductible contribution to

20 . Winter Break Begins
NWA

19 . Holiday Party

This year, Paul is really looking forward to the Ashland trip, reading Revolutionary Road with the seniors, reading
Ironweed with the juniors and assisting the seniors as they draft and revise thought-provoking, insightful, and
profound theses. Paul also has a short work of fiction forthcoming in the Fiddlehead, Canada’s longest living literary
review, and he is currently at work on both a literary novel and a graphic novel.

Jada Pierce . Jada is teaching Fundamentals English, Preparatory English, and Level II
English/Humanities this year for The Northwest Academy. Jada comes to us with eight years
of teaching experience from sixth grade to college-level, and every grade in-between. She
earned her B.A. from Purdue University in English, Psychology, and Creative Writing, and also
completed graduate coursework in secondary education at Johns Hopkins University. Jada
has her M.E.A. in Poetry Writing from the University of Oregon.

10 . Open House 10:00 -12:00
12-14 . Theater Showcase

4-6 . Theater Showcase
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Jada is looking forward to working in an environment that values and nurtures creativity and
AN the arts, and learning the interests and talents of her students.

Jada Pierce 0f her favorite books, Jada says, “If I could only keep three texts or films in my personal

collection, they'd be Elizabeth Bishop’s Complete Poems, Walt Whitman's Leaves of Grass, and
Werner Herzog's The Enigma of Kaspar Hauser.”

Jada also enjoys writing, playing, and recording music. She plays guitar and sings in a local rock band called Chores.
They'll be releasing their first full-length album in late February or early March, to follow up the EP they released last
November.

20 . 7:00 Middle School Dance

12 . Open House 10:00 — 12:00
Showcase

13 . 7:00 Middle School Music

NOVEMBER .........coccvevvvennn.
Performance

Dan Dunning . Dan joins the school this year to teach Advanced Biology, Preparatory Speech
and Debate, High School Speech and Debate, and Beginning Guitar. He earned his B.A. in
biology from Middlebury College and is looking forward to working with the thoughtful
students and amazing faculty at NWA.

Dan grew up in a small town in Maine and has forever held a love for the outdoors. Despite a
fear of heights, he has become an avid rock climber and has climbed throughout the United
States. He says, “Ironically, I have found climbing to be the thing that grounds me.”

STAFF cont. on page 4
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Dan Dunning







